
   
 
MINUTES OF A VIRTUAL MEETING  
ARCHITECTURAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
CITY OF INDEPENDENCE 
VIA ZOOM 
November 4, 2021 
 
The Meeting was called to order by Chairman Norm Casini at 3:04 p.m. and the following 
responded to Roll Call:  
 
PRESENT:    Norm Casini, Chairman 
   Michael Gero, Building Official 

Don Ramm, City Engineer 
Don Reis, Fire Lieutenant 
Jeff Markley, City Planner  

 
Old Business: 
 

1. Rockside Woods Blvd., PPN 561-24-023, Saucy Brew Works - Represented by Maison 
Architects for approval of the proposed restaurant, bar, event center and production 
facility/brewery. 

 
New Business: 

 
2. 6533 Brecksville Road, Independence Family Dental – Represented by Signarama for 

the proposed wall sign on the existing building to read: “Independence Family Dental.” 
 
3. 6610 Bexley Court, Perry Stancato – Represented by Designor Pools for the 

construction of an in ground swimming pool. 
 

Chairman Casini asked if there were any additions or corrections to the October 21, 2021 
Minutes.  The Chairman had two corrections. 
 
A motion was made by Building Official Gero, seconded by City Engineer Ramm, to 
approve the Minutes as amended of the Architectural Board of Review meeting of October 
21, 2021. 
 
ROLL CALL: Yeas: Casini, Gero, Ramm 
   Nays: None 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 2

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ARCHITECTURAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
CITY OF INDEPENDENCE, OHIO  
November 4, 2021 
 
Rockside Woods Blvd., PPN 561-24-023, Saucy Brew Works – David Maison of Maison 
Architects was in attendance. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that he received Mr. Maison’s documents.  He stated that he wanted to 
run through them, and if anyone else had any questions, they could jump in.  
 
The Chairman stated that on the first sheet they were not entertaining that unit which there was a 
pick up unit there, a little building by the road.  He stated that the Board was just looking at the 
building itself.  Mr. Maison will have to submit that at a later date. 
 
Mr. Maison agreed.   
 
Chairman Casini stated that on the dumpster enclosure, he asked Mr. Maison if there would be 
doors on it.   
 
Mr. Maison replied yes. 
 
The Chairman stated that it didn’t indicate it.   
 
Mr. Maison stated that they will definitely be screened doors.   
 
The Chairman stated that Mr. Maison will provide that to the Building Official. 
 
Mr. Maison stated that he will include that with the drive-thru presentation. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that on Sheet 3.1, he had a vent, which the Board was not looking at the 
signs.  He stated that will come at a later date.  He stated that he wanted to make it clear looking 
at the elevations, that they will not be able to see any mechanicals sticking up out of the roof 
from the street drive or anywhere. 
 
Mr. Maison stated absolutely not.  It will all be screened. 
 
The Chairman replied very good.  He stated that as a note, 3.2 the sign will be submitted at a 
later date. 
 
The Chairman stated that on 4.2, the details supporting the teak wood, he asked if it was 
fabricated metal and have clips holding the wood or would it continue. 
 
Mr. Maison stated that it would be a custom welded galvanized bracket that has bolt holes so that 
the teak fins could be attached to the bracket at approximately 2 or 3 feet on center.  
 
The Chairman asked if that was the clips.   
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Mr. Maison replied correct. 
 
The Chairman stated that the vertical will be fastened. 
 
Mr. Maison stated that the vertical will then attach to the building. 
 
The Chairman stated that they talked about the joint where the concrete comes together, that was 
on the wall section; it looks like it would only be about a half inch.  He was not sure if he was 
reading it right.  He asked if it could be made a little wider so that it would read.  He stated that 
he thought it was a total of 1 inch.  He asked if it could be made into about an inch and a half or 
2 inches so it would read well. 
 
Mr. Maison stated that they could increase that.  He asked the Chairman if it was okay if he 
would keep the joint where it was but increase the camphor so there would be a little bit greater 
width there.  He asked the Chairman if that was what he was talking about.  He stated that they 
could do that for sure. 
 
The Chairman stated it was no big deal.  He stated that he wanted to go around the Board 
because he had one other item, but he will talk to Mr. Maison about that shortly.   
 
The Chairman asked Building Official Gero if he had any questions about the project. 
 
Building Official Gero replied no.  He stated that the piece of metal he clarified with Mr. Maison 
yesterday, and that was the piece of metal that was submitted in the samples, the steel, that was 
the material that will be used for the screen walls, the corten steel.  He stated that he left a 
photograph that Mr. Maison had emailed in of what that was actually going to look like.  He 
stated that it will be steel that would have a patina to it.   He stated that was all he had. 
 
Chairman Casini asked City Engineer Ramm if he had any questions. 
 
City Engineer Ramm stated that he had no questions. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that his last question and request was that the Board would get a sample 
of the exposed concrete wall which has a finish.  He stated that he was not going to approve just 
plain concrete.  He stated that seldom does the Board approve concrete and block as an exterior 
surface.  He stated that Mr. Maison would need to give the Board a sample of what they are 
proposed or a sample of the finish on the concrete.   
 
Mr. Maison stated that the guys were not going to go for that.  He stated that the concrete was 
beautiful. It had a nice patina to it. It had a variation.  He stated that if the Chairman’s opinion is 
he doesn’t like it, and they aren’t going to approve it, he will let them know that; but they are not 
going to be happy. 
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Chairman Casini stated that Mr. Maison should let them know that because they have some big 
sections, and the little sample looks okay; but he doesn’t think it’s going to hang around the way 
it was shown on the little drawing.  The Chairman wanted Mr. Maison to talk them. 
 
Mr. Maison stated that there was a building in Columbus that has been built like this.  He asked 
if he could get photographs of the whole building; and if it doesn’t make a difference to the 
Chairman, it doesn’t make a difference, but if it could help, he could show the Chairman what it 
would look like.  He stated that he took one big close up picture, he could shoot the whole 
building at different distances and see if the Chairman would feel any differently; and if not, then 
it would be a moot point and they will just move on. 
 
The Chairman stated that he thought that they ought to move on. He stated that he thought it was 
a moot point, and he thinks they need some kind of a texture and take it up with the others. He 
stated that otherwise the concrete surface was fine.  He stated that the whole area didn’t have a 
finished surface.  He was a little concerned about it. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that he understood what the Chairman was looking for.  He was 
looking for rather than just like a smooth finish of concrete, he was looking for some kind of 
texture or something in the face of the concrete. He asked if that was right. 
 
The Chairman replied absolutely.  He stated that they could propose whatever they want, but that 
was a good scenario of it. He stated that he thought the application was fine, but he thinks it 
needs a surface that will have a texture to it. 
 
Mr. Maison agreed. 
 
The Chairman asked if anybody else had any questions.  He asked if the Board wanted him to 
propose a motion? 
 
A motion was made by Chairman Casini, seconded by Building Official Gero, to approve 
the Saucy Brew Works building, subject to the following: receiving samples of the exposed 
concrete finish for approval, review of the landscaping drawings and approval by the City 
Planner, review and approval of the site plan and infrastructure by the City Engineer and 
review and approval of the fire rescue of the site plan layout by the Fire Department. 
 
ROLL CALL: Yeas: Casini, Gero, Ramm 
   Nays: None 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
City Engineer Ramm asked if the signs would come at a later date. 
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Chairman Casini stated that the signs and the auxiliary building would come at a later date. He 
stated that the building was approved, and Mr. Maison could proceed. 
 
6533 Brecksville Road, Independence Family Dental – Marie Cipolletta of Signarama was in 
attendance. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that the sign and the colors looked good.  He stated that he had no 
problem with it.  He stated that the sign could be a little bigger if they so desired.  He asked if it 
would be centered over the entrance. 
 
Ms. Cipolletta agreed. 
 
The Chairman stated that his only question was the backdrop of the raised letters, he stated that it 
was a raceway. 
 
Ms. Cipolletta agreed. 
 
The Chairman asked if it could be made smaller, like 2 inches right across the center of the 
Family Dental or Independence. 
 
Ms. Cipolletta stated that she could find out if that’s possible.  She stated that she didn’t know if 
they made those raceways any smaller to hold those letters. 
 
The Chairman stated that they had so many of them come in here that the raceways were smaller 
and didn’t have that black format behind it.   
 
Ms. Cipolletta stated that she could have them make that smaller. 
 
The Chairman wanted her to check that out. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that one of the concerns and along the lines of what the Chairman 
was talking about with the raceway, was the fact that it would almost take away from the 
lettering, the raceway being in that dimension.  He stated that he didn’t know, the building was 
brick; and he didn’t know if there was a way to get the raceway closer to that color of that brick. 
 
Ms. Cipolletta stated that it was going to be a exact match. 
 
The Chairman stated that the supply was from the inside, and all they would have to do is drill 
through it, pop into the raceway and feed it. 
 
Ms. Cipolletta agreed.  She stated that the raceway would be painted to match the brick.   
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Building Official Gero stated that the letters would be mounted on the raceway as opposed to 
individual letters. 
 
Ms. Cipolletta stated that they were not individual channel letters, they were channel letters on a 
raceway.   
 
The Chairman asked if they had any depth at all. 
 
Ms. Cipolletta stated that they do.  She stated that they will not be individually attached to the 
building, they were on that raceway, and the raceway would get attached just like the Up Side 
that was next door. She stated that was also on a raceway. 
 
Chairman Casini asked if the sign adjacent would be similar. 
 
Building Official Gero replied yes. 
 
The Chairman asked if it was done the same way. 
 
Ms. Cipolletta replied correct. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that it showed it black in the rendering, but they would paint it to match 
the brick. 
 
Ms. Cipolletta stated that it would match the Up Side color; so you would not almost see the 
raceway. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that was the key, as long as it would match the building. 
 
A motion was made by Building Official Gero, seconded by City Engineer Ramm, to 
approve the sign, subject to the raceway color being similar to the building color. 
 
ROLL CALL: Yeas: Casini, Gero, Ramm 
   Nays: None 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
6610 Bexley Court, Perry Stancato – Bryant Bay of Designor Pools was in attendance but had 
technical difficulties and could not participate. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that it would be a simple approval here, everything would be located 
behind the house; but the only thing he had was how it was enclosed totally as required by code 
like a fence because there were some high walls around the pool.  He stated that if the Board 
would want to approve it subject to approval of them submitting the enclosure of the area, that  
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would be the only thing he would have unless the City Engineer would take a look at it and if 
there was also any landscaping to do. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that he was looking at the drawings, and he sees that there is a 
waterfall wall, cascade wall and also it calls for some landscape walls by others; but he sees 
nothing that encompasses the pool, so it would need to be subject to some type of perimeter 
enclosure. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that he was sure they will have to have a gate to get in and out around the 
area.  He stated that he thought the Board could approve it subject to submittal of the enclosure 
of the area. 
 
Building Official Gero asked City Engineer Ramm if he needed to review the site plan with the 
submittal. 
 
City Engineer Ramm stated that they definitely refer to walls by others, and it could be 
significant because of the elevation drop of the backyard; and it will probably need to be subject 
to a potential for a change of grade permit.  He stated that one thing they were researching 
quickly, they definitely encroach into the steep slope setback, which likely might need a steep 
slope setback variance.  They will have to look at that harder on the details.   
 
He stated that definitely on both side yards there was a 20 foot, 10 foot on each side of the 
property line, drainage and access easements; and a concern that jumped out at him was that 
there was just a lot of stuff proposed, walkways and landscaping.  He doesn’t know what one of 
the features indicated would be on the perimeter, and there was landscaping along the property 
lines.  He stated that it is something they will have to review hard with the landscape plan in 
terms of choking off any swales and drainage and access along the side yards.  He stated that 
could all be administratively reviewed for the site plan. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that it looked like some kind of walkway, some hedge wall or 
something; that would be in the easement, so it would definitely need to be reviewed. 
 
City Planner Markley stated to the City Engineer that he wouldn’t need to review anything.  He 
stated that the review could just be on the Engineering side. 
 
City Engineer Ramm replied probably, but he will have the City Planner look at the landscape 
plan for sure. 
 
City Planner Markley stated that it was for a residence, he doesn’t usually review landscape 
plans for residences, unless it would be used as the enclosure for the pool; and then he could look 
at that. 
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Several people began speaking at once. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that the Board could approve the pool itself, subject to the site plan 
approval which covers landscaping, easements and enclosures, etc.   
 
Building Official Gero stated that the Chairman’s motion would be to approval the pool, subject 
to review and approval from the City Engineer for the site plan issues and submittal of the fence 
enclosure for approval.  He asked if there was anything else. 
 
Chairman Casini stated it would be the easement requirements and the retaining walls.   
 
City Engineer Ramm asked if there would be a main drain that would actually drain the water, so 
it would be need to be tied to the sanitary.  He stated that there was shown drains, but they seem 
to be circulation piping and tubing.  He would like to get a confirmation from the builder. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that in the motion it should be included how he would expel the sanitary 
from the pool to the direction he would be tying into.   
 
The Chairman stated that he thought the Board had enough contingencies to table the matter. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that it could be tabled to the next meeting.   
 
Chairman Casini stated that the applicant could give the Board the information that they need. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that he thought the applicant has heard the information that the 
Board discussed, and he could always call and get a transcript of the Minutes and then go from 
there and be ready for the next meeting. 
 
A motion was made by Building Official Gero, seconded by City Engineer Ramm, to table 
the matter. 
 
ROLL CALL: Yeas: Casini, Gero, Ramm 
   Nays: None 
   MOTION CARRIED 
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There being no further business, the Architectural Board of Review virtual meeting of 
November 4, 2021 was adjourned at 3:26 p.m. 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Chairman Norm Casini 
 
____________________________________      
Debi Beal, Secretary,  
Unapproved at Time of Release 11/05/21 


